CHAILEY 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Area 

Census  Population,  1911 
Estimated  ,,  1920 

Inhabited  Houses,  1911  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

The  district  is  rural  in  character  for  the  most  part,  the  population  being  scattered  over  the 
whole  area,  and  the  largest  groups  are  numerically  ; — 


Barcombe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,277 

Chailey  1,580 

Ditchling 1,279 

Glynde  356 

Hamsey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  526 

Newick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  887 

Plumpton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  709 

Ringmer  1,398 

Firle  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .534 

Wivelsfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,241 


The  main  occupations  are  connected  with  agriculture,  the  full  rateable  values  being  £24,529 
for  agricultural  land,  and  £71,160  for  all  other  property. 

There  are  no  occupations  carried  on  which  are  injurious  to  health,  and  no  offensive  trades. 
The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  for  the  year  was  £272  8s.  lid 

There  are  no  general  Hospitals  in  the  area,  but  there  is  the  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  at 
Sedgebrook,  and  the  Chailey  Isolation  Hospital.  The  former  is  not  under  the  managemeni  of  the 
Chailey  Council,  and  particulars  of  the  latter  are  give  separately. 


STATISTICS. 


Nett  Births. 

Nett  De 

aths. 

Year. 

Population. 

(estimated). 

Number. 

Rate. 

Under  1 year. 

At  all 

ages. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  Births. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1916 

10,202 

166 

16.2 

5 

30.1 

131 

12.8 

1917 

9,990 

159 

14.3 

8 

50.3 

143 

14.3 

1918 

10,020 

143 

14.3 

9 

62.9 

164 

16.3 

1919 

10,530 

149 

14.2 

11 

73.8 

153 

14.5 

1920 

10,950 

293 

26.7 

10 

34.1 

120 

10.1 

OF  HEALTH  FOR  1920. 


F 

49,975  acres. 
12,771 
10,950 
2,712 
4.73 


The  deaths  have  been  caused  as  under 


Whooping  Cough 

M. 

F. 

1 

Influenza  ... 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

...  6 

4 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

2 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Cancer 

...  5 

9 

Heart  Disease 

...  14 

14 

Bronchitis 

...  2 

2 

Pneumonia 

...  2 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Bright’s  Disase 

...  1 

2 

...  1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever  . . . 

2 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

...  4 

1 

Violence,  not  suicide 

...  2 

1 

Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

...  21 

Nil. 

15 

*{Encephalitis  lethargica 

1) 

61 

59 

*The  encephalitis  is  included  in  the  “ other  defined  diseases.”  It  was  not  confirmed  by 
postmortem  as  no  examination  could  be  made. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water. 


The  Mid-Sussex  Water  Co.  supplies  part  of  Wivelsfield,  the  Burgess  Hill  Water  Co.  parts  of 
Ditchling,  Streat  and  Westmeston. 


Barcombe,  Glynde,  Ringmer  and  Firle  have  private  supply  to  most  of  the  houses  therein, 
the  remainder  of  the  area  being  dependent  upon  wells.  Fifteen  samples  have  been  analysed. 


None  of  the  waters  seem  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action,  and  no  lead  poisoning  cases 
have  ever  come  to  my  notice. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  has  not  been  any  case  of  pollution  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council,  and  the  various 
sewage  outfalls  are  kept  under  observation,  and  six  sewage  effluents  have  been  analysed  and 
passed. 


Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Ditchling,  Newick,  Firle  and  Ringmer  all  have  waterborne  systems  of  disposal  for  sewage, 
under  the  control  of  the  Council,  and  all  work  satisfactorily. 

At  Glynde  there  is  a private  waterborne  system,  which  is  kept  in  good  order. 

The  drainage  from  the  Union  House  and  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  combined  and  the 
system  is  satisfactory. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

In  the  rural  areas  no  other  means  than  conservancy  in  some  form  or  other  can  be  provided 
There  are  earth  closets,  pail  closets  and  middens.  The  last  variety  is  gradually  disappearing. 

In  the  more  populous  parts,  where  water  supply  is  to  be  had,  water  closets  are  of  course  in 
use,  in  connection  with  the  sewerage  systems. 

Cesspools  are  used  all  over  the  district  and  very  few  complaints  have  arisen. 


Scavenging. 

Regular  scavenging  is  only  carried  out  in  Ditchling.  There  is  no  general  scheme  for  empty 
ing  privies  or  cesspools,  and  this  is  carried  out  by  private  arrangement  as  required. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  furnished  me  with  the  figures  of  inspections  made  during  the 
year  : — 


(1)  517  Houses  inspected. 

(2)  115  Cowstalls,  242  inspections. 

14  Slaughterhouses,  56  inspections. 

Factory  and  Bakehouses,  21  inspections. 

27  Nuisances  dealt  with  and  abated. 

15  Waters  analysed. 

6 Sewage  effluents  analysed. 

5 Sewage  outfalls,  200  inspections. 

20  New  Houses  occupied. 

1 Cottage  condemned. 

(1)  See  Appendix. 

(2)  12  cases  (included  in  the  27  Nuisances)  arose  in  connection  with  cowstalls  and  were  abated. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS 

OR  REGULATIONS. 

Byelaws  dealing  with  Slaughterhouses  are  in  force,  but  none  with  regard  to  houses  let  in 
lodgings. 

There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  in  the  district. 


Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  Notice. 

Steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  Section  131  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1901,  by  compiling  a register  of  the  Workshops  in  the  District,  and 
this  will  be  continued  in  1921. 


Schools. 

No  nuisance  has  arisen  from  any  sanitary  trouble  in  any  of  the  schools. 

One  school  was  closed  on  a slight  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever,  and  this  was  the  means  of  isolating 
one  farther  case,  with  the  result  that  no  spread  took  place. 


FOOD. 


(а)  Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  produced  within  the  district  is  good  and  wholesome,  and  the  arrangements 
for  its  supply  and  distribution  adequate. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  have  been  reported  and  there  has  been  no  tubercular  milk 
to  deal  with. 

The  115  cowstalls  have  necessitated  242  inspections  and  12  notices  were  served  to  abate 
nuisances.  These  have  all  been  abated. 

(б)  Meat. 

There  are  14  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  all  licensed,  and  of  these  5(5  inspections  have 
been  made.  There  was  one  case  of  nuisance  arising  from  the  disposal  of  offal,  and  this  has  been 
abated. 

There  is  no  public  abattoir  and  no  fixed  arrangement  for  inspecting  meat  at  the  time  of 
slaughter. 

No  case  of  diseased  meat  has  arisen. 


PREVALENCE  OP,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
Notifications  received  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Enteric  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Encephalitis  lethargica...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total 43 


All  the  cases  of  dysentery  and  the  enterics  were  asylum  patients,  and  three  scarlet  cases 
came  from  another  asylum.  The  encephalitis  was  a very  doubtful  one.  The  only  case  of 
diphtheria  notified  was  a nurse  who  had  been  nursing  the  same  disease  in  London,  felt  poorly, 
and  came  to  this  district  to  fail  with  it  herself. 
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The  Notifications  received  from  the  schools  are  often  of  use,  showing  the  presence  of  diseases 
not  otherwise  notifiable. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  verminous  persons  and 
their  belongings  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Union  House,  but  no  use  was  required  during 
the  year. 

Notification  of  tuberculosis  seems  to  be  as  a rule  quite  well  observed,  but  occasional  case.= 
are  found  in  the  death  returns  which  have  never  been  notified. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


(I)  Staff  ; — 

This  is  made  up  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Harry  Weller, 
and,  for  the  last  five  months  of  the  year,  Mr.  Martin,  who  was  put  on  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
inspection  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. 


(2)  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Arrangements  for  reception  of  smallpox  patients  are  made  with  the  Joint  Smallpox  Board, 
and  the  Hospital  is  situated  in  this  District.  No  cases  have  occurred,  and  consequently  as 
M.O.H.  I have  had  no  vaccinations  to  perform. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Council  at  Chailey  has  been  fully  used,  and  as  a general  rule 
is  quite  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  District.  Three  cases  of  scarlet  were  notified  from  two 
adjoining  cottages  and  could  not  be  taken  in  owing  to  the  absence  of  room.  Arrangements  were 
made  in  this  small  outbreak  to  nurse  the  patients  in  one  of  the  cottages,  the  other  being  disin- 
fected and  used  as  residence  for  the  remaining  occupants  of  the  two  cottages,  the  cost  of  nursing 
and  medical  attention  being  defrayed  by  the  Council. 

(3)  Every  doctor  practising  in  the  area  has  been  supplied  with  a swab  for  suspected  diphtheria 
cases,  and  with  a sputum  bottle  for  suspected  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  these  are 
reported  on  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association  without  any  charge  to  the  doctor.  Very  little 
use  is  made  of  this  arrangement. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Staff  consists  of  the  Matron,  Nurse,  and  one  probationer,  with  the  M.O.H.  as  Medical 
Superintendent. 

The  year  has  been  an  extremely  busy  one,  43  patients  having  been  admitted,  all  scarlet 
fever  or  diphtheria. 

Scarlets  from  Chailey  R.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  ,,  other  areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Diphtherias  from  Chailey  R.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  other  areas...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Several  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  from  other  areas  were  extremely  severe,  and  one  died.  1 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  way  in  which  Mrs.  Fairbank,  the  Matron,  nursed  them,  and  it  was 
largely  due  to  her  that  the  mortality  was  so  low. 


HOUSING. 

The  general  housing  of  the  district  is  quite  up  to  the  average  of  Rural  areas.  There  are  a 
great  number  of  old  houses,  which  possibly  may  not  be  up  to  the  standard  of  houses  built  more 
recently,  but  which  are  quite  fit  for  habitation.  The  inspector  has  been  going  through  the 
records  of  houses  previously  examined  and  in  the  main  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

No  cases  of  bad  overcrowding  have  come  to  light,  and  the  defects  found  have  been  dampness, 
deficiency  of  light  and  dirt,  the  latter  defect  being,  more  often  than  not,  attributable  to  the 
inhabitants. 

The  policy  during  the  year  has  been  to  get  what  is  absolutely  necessary  done  by  informal 
methods,  and  not  to  proceed  to  formal  compulsion. 
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APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
Statistics. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 

1.— GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  population 

(2)  General  death-rate 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 

(4)  Infant  mortality 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...- 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 


A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to 
close 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

{a)  by  owners  ... 

(&)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners... 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc., 

Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ... 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders 


10,950 

10.1 

1.37 

34.1 

2.712 

1,235 

20 


517 

466 

1 

none 

5 


none 

1 

15 

15 


1 

1 

1 

1 
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3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 


Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  Improvement  Schemes 
under  (a),  Part  I.,  or  (6),  Part  II.,  of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

(2)  Acreage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  ...  ...  „ 


4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  byelaws  erected  vnth 
consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.. 
Act,  1919 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of  each  officer  : — 

general  duties. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  general  duties. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (4  months),  inspection  of  houses,  etc.,  and  assi.st 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


W.  A.  DOW,  M.D.,  D.PII. 
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